


WHO SHOULD BUY THIS BOOK?

Why everyone, of course. And not just one or two copies. You should pur-
chase lots of copies for family, close friends … not-so-close friends. 

Okay, we admit we’re teasing. We also admit that it is possible to have a
perfectly good wine tasting adventure in Temecula Wine Country without
the aid of a guidebook. If, however, your aim is to find the best of what
Temecula Wine Country has to offer, then The Grape Escapes is for you.

The Grape Escapes is thoroughly researched!
Many travel writers never actually visit the wineries they describe, much
less taste the wines. Some writers simply conduct research online and by
phone. For us, this approach is just not good enough. We sampled 250+
wines from over 40 wineries in the Temecula area with the sole purpose of
helping our readers find just what they are looking for – whether it is great
reds, great whites, wine tours, the best picnic areas, the best tasting room
shopping, or the best of a particular varietal. 

The Grape Escapes will save you time! 
There are numerous publications that tell you where the Temecula winer-
ies and tasting rooms are located, but only The Grape Escapes helps you
find the tasting rooms that offer the best wine tasting experience. Our
guidebook provides specific, descriptive information on the facilities, ser-
vices and outstanding features of all of Temecula’s wineries and tasting
rooms. We also attempt to answer all of your other “Where do I go to
find…?” winery questions.

The Grape Escapes will save you money!
In the Temecula area, tasting fees generally run from $6 to $10 per person.
In some cases, however, the tasting fees at a few of the exclusive tasting
rooms can run as high as $30 per person. As a result, the cost during a day
or weekend of sampling can really add up. Many of the wineries partici-
pating in our Grape Escapes Discounts / Promotions Program provide
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Two-for-One or Complimentary Tasting if you present a copy of this
guidebook. In addition, some of our favorite and recommended wineries
have generously agreed to provide significant discounts (one winery offers
up to 30% off) on wine purchases. 

Simply put, if you are going wine tasting in Temecula, you cannot afford
to be without this guidebook.
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USING THIS GUIDE

The primary purpose of this guide is to help you make the most of your
time in Wine Country. It is also designed to help you break out of your rou-
tine and to approach wine tasting in perhaps a slightly different way.

To begin, we have three Rules of Wine Tasting:

Rule #1: Wine tasting should be fun!
Rule #2: You should learn something new.
Rule #3: See Rule #1.

Okay, so we only really have two Rules of Wine Tasting. If we were going
to have a third rule, it would be that you “gotta have a plan.” Now wait. We
heard the mental groan. You’re asking, “Do we really have to have a plan?”
Well, no. You don’t have to have a plan, but a plan is a key part of the first
two rules of wine tasting. In Temecula Wine Country there are well over
400 different wines on the winery tasting menus, so a plan is certainly
helpful in making the most of your limited time and helping you find great
wines to taste.

One of our goals is also to help folks expand their wine tasting experiences
to include “undiscovered” Wine Country. We hope, through the informa-
tion contained in this book, to take you to wineries and tasting rooms that
you might not otherwise discover on your own. 
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How to Use This Book …

This guidebook is comprised of three major sections. Not to worry. You do
not need to read all the chapters before beginning your Grape Escapes
adventure. Each of the chapters can be used alone or combined with oth-
ers to create a unique, personalized and enjoyable wine tasting excursion. 

The first Section of this book, “The Wineries and Tasting Rooms,”
describes each of the wineries we visited, their hours, the wine varietals
they serve and our favorite or “recommended” wines at each tasting room.
Why list our favorite wines? It is not unusual to find tasting rooms with
over 20 wines on their menu. Since you will probably not be able to taste
all of the wines on their menu during a single visit, our recommended
wines provide you a good place to start.

The second Section, “Create Your Own Wine Tasting Adventure,”
describes the tasting rooms and what they offer, such as tours, picnic areas,
art, shopping, entertainment and restaurants. We hope this information will
help you make your wine tasting adventure fun and exciting. Not everyone
approaches wine tasting in the same way. If you love meeting winemakers,
check out our chapter entitled We’re Off to See the Wizards. If you see
winemaking as competitive sport and want to go in search of medal-win-
ning wines, we help you here as well. We have identified the wineries
where we feel you will have the best opportunity to actually taste award-
winning wines.

The third Section of this guidebook, “The Wines,” focuses strictly on the
wines. Here is where we give the results from our sampling of the 250+
wines. If, like Bob, you are a nut for Zinfandels, we suggest wineries and
tasting rooms for you to visit, such as Thornton and Stuart Cellars. If
your taste runs to white wines, no worries. We have these covered as well.
We fell in love with the wonderful Riesling and Viognier produced in the
Temecula Valley. Our guidebook tells you exactly where to find these vari-
etals and other wines that scored well in our evaluations.

We suggest you carefully review the Table of Contents. The tongue-in-
cheek chapter titles are usually self-explanatory. You can read about each
of the wineries / tasting rooms and create your own wine tasting adventure
or you can choose wineries based upon our recommended stops for partic-
ular varietals. If you are looking for a specific activity, such as winery
tours, picnics, gift shopping or meeting the winemakers, we have chapters
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on these topics as well. No matter which way you choose to explore
Temecula Wine Country, we are confident you will have a great time.

Grape Escape Discounts and Promotions 
Watch for the ❂ – it is your key to saving money during your wine tast-
ing adventure! Our Grape Escapes Discounts Section lists the names,
addresses, phone numbers, hours of participating wineries and merchants,
and describes their money-saving offers. Each time one of the participating
wineries or merchants is mentioned in this guidebook, you will see the ❂
symbol followed by a description of their promotion.  

Special Information
Temecula area wineries and tasting rooms have a lot more to offer than just
good wine. We have included special entries such as “☞ Authors’ Tips”
and “� By the Way” notations that provide advice, guidance, and inter-
esting tidbits of information about Temecula, wine, wineries / tasting
rooms, winemakers, merchants and other wine-related matters. 

Winery and Tasting Room Listings
When we suggest a winery or tasting room, we usually list the address,
phone number, and operating hours so you do not have to flip back and
forth to other Sections. 
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GRAPE ESCAPES DISCOUNTS AND
PROMOTIONS

OK, here is the fun part. Not only are we going to help you find some great
wines, wineries, and tasting rooms, but we are actually going to save you
money in the process. 

For example, the friendly folks at Callaway Vineyard and Winery will
provide you a 20% discount on all wines purchased on the day of your
visit, PLUS they also offer Two-for-One tasting. All you have to do is
show them your copy of this book. 

As they say on those late night TV advertisements, but wait – there’s more!
In addition to Callaway, many of the wineries listed below provide two-
for-one tastings, and / or provide significant discounts on wine and tasting
room merchandise when you present your copy of The Grape Escapes 2. 

GRAPE ESCAPES PARTICIPATING WINERIES

Boorman Vineyards Estate Winery
21630 Ave de Arboles, Murrieta, CA 92562 �� Tel: 951-600-9333 ��
Hours: By Appointment Only ��Website: www.boormanvineyards.com –
Present a copy of this book and receive a free “back-stage” tour of the
winery with the winemaker. Advance appointment is required.

Callaway Vineyard & Winery
32720 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-
4001 ��Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.callawaywinery.com – Present
a copy of this book and receive a 20% discount on all wines and tasting
room merchandise purchased on the day of your visit. Also, present a copy
of this book and receive Two-for-One tasting!!!

Foote Print Winery
36650 Glen Oaks Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-265-9951 ��
Hours: Fri 12-5, Sat-Sun 10-5, Mon-Thurs by Appt �� Website:
www.footeprintwinery.com – Present a copy of this book and receive a
Two-for-One tasting!!!

Frangipani Estate Winery
39750 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-699-8845 ��
Hours: Daily 10-5 �� Website: www.frangipaniwinery.com– Present a
copy of this book and receive a 30% discount on all wines purchased on
the day of your visit.
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Keyways Vineyard & Winery
37338 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 1-877-539-9297 ��
Hours: Daily 10-6, Winter 10-5 �� Website: www.keywayswine.com –
Present a copy of this book and receive Two-for-One tasting from their
“standard” tasting menu. Sorry, but offer is valid on weekdays only.

La Cereza Vineyard & Winery
34567 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-699-
6961 ��Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.lacerezawinery.com – Present
a copy of this book and receive a 10% discount on all wines and tasting
room merchandise purchased on the day of your visit. Sorry, but offer is
not valid on weekends.

Longshadow Ranch Vineyard & Winery
39847 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-587-6221 ��
Hours: Mon-Fri 12-5, Sat 10-4 (Sat Bonfire 5-9 PM April through
October), Sun 10-5 ��Website: www.longshadowranchwinery.com
– Present a copy of this book and receive a 10% discount on all wines

purchased on the day of your visit.

Maurice Car’rie Winery
34225 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-
1711 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.mauricecarriewinery.com –
Present a copy of this book and receive a 10% discount on all wines and
tasting room merchandise purchased on the day of your visit. Sorry, but
offer is not valid on weekends.

Mount Palomar Winery
33820 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-
5047 �� Summer Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-6, Fri-Sun 10-7; Winter Hours:
Closed Mon & Tues; Wed-Thur 10-5, Fri-Sun 10-6 �� Website:
www.mountpalomar. com – Present a copy of this book and receive a Two-
for-One tasting!!!

Oak Mountain Winery / Temecula Hills Winery
36522 Via Verde, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-699-9102 �� Hours:
Daily 11-5 ��Website: www.oakmountainwinery. com – Present a copy of
this book and receive a 10% discount on all wines purchased on the day
of your visit. Also, present a copy of this book and receive Two-for-One
tasting for up to four guests. Offer does not include the souvenir logo
glass.
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Orfila Vineyards & Winery
13455 San Pasqual Road, Escondido, CA  92025 ��Tel: 760-738-6500 ��
Hours: Daily 10-6 ��Website: www.orfila. com – Present a copy of this
book and receive free tasting for up to four people in your party. In addi-
tion, you will also receive a 15% discount on all wines purchased (except
the Ambassador Reserve Merlot), plus a 10% discount on all tasting room
merchandise purchased on the day of your visit. Present a copy of this
book and receive an additional 5% discount (total of 20%) on a case or
more of wine. Also, present a copy of this book and receive a free “back-
stage” tour of the winery. Appointment required.

Palumbo Family Vineyards & Winery
40150 Barksdale Circle, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-7900 ��
Hours: Fri 12-5, Sat-Sun 10-5, Mon-Thurs By Appointment ��Web-
site: www.palumbofamilyvineyards.com – Present a copy of this book and
receive a complimentary tasting for two people in your party.

Ponte Family Estate Winery
35053 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-694-
8855 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www. pontewinery.com – Present
a copy of this book and receive a Two-for-One tasting!!! Offer valid Mon-
day Through Thursday, excluding holidays.

Robert Renzoni Vineyards
37350 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA  92592 �� Tel: 951-302-8466 ��
Hours: Daily 11-6 ��Website: www.robertrenzonivineyards.com – Pre-
sent a copy of this book and receive a 10% discount on all wines and tast-
ing room merchandise purchased on the day of your visit. Also, present a
copy of this book and receive an additional 10% discount (total of 20%)
on a case or more of wine.

Tesoro Winery
28475 Old Town Front Street, Temecula, CA 92590 �� Tel: 951-308-
0000 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.tesorowines.com – Present a
copy of this book and receive a Two-for-One tasting for up to four people
in your party!!! Present a copy of this book and receive a 10% discount on
all wines and tasting room merchandise purchased on the day of your visit.
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Wiens Family Cellars
35055 Via Del Ponte, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-694-9892 ��
Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.wienscellars.com – Present a copy of
this book and receive Two-for-One wine tasting, plus a 10% discount on
all wines purchased on the day of your visit. Also, present a copy of this
book and receive a free “back stage” tour of the winery with the wine-
maker. Advance appointment is required. Phone (951) 694-9892 to sched-
ule.

Wilson Creek Winery & Vineyards
35960 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-699-
9463 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 �� Website: www. wilsoncreekwinery.com –
Present a copy of this book and receive Two-for-One tasting for up to four
guests (a $20 value). PLUS, present a copy of this book and receive a 10%
discount on all wines purchased on the day of your visit. Offers good
Monday – Friday only, except on holidays. 

And, if this is not reason enough to visit Wilson Creek – (one of our
favorite wineries), present a copy of The Grape Escapes 2 and receive a
free glass of Almond Champagne for up to four guests (one glass per
entrée) with your purchase of an entrée at the Creekside Grille located at
Wilson Creek Winery. This is a $28 value and is valid Monday – Friday
only, except on holidays.

TOUR COMPANIES AND MERCHANTS

A Grape Escape Balloon Adventure – 40335 Winchester Road, Suite
E, Temecula, CA 92591 �� 1-800-965-2122 �� Reservations Required. ��
Website: www.hotairtours.com Present a copy of this book and receive
10% off the regular rate for a hot air balloon ride. 

Note: While A Grape Escape Balloon Adventure and The Grape
Escapes share similar names, they are two separate and distinct business
organizations and not associated in any way other than participation in the
GE2 discount program.
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Temecula House of Wine (Wine Shop, Tasting Bar and Garden)
28522 Old Town Front Street, Temecula, CA 92590 �� Tel: 951-699-
0929 ��Hours: 10 AM to 8 PM weekdays and 10 AM – 10 PM on week-
ends ��Website: www.palomarinntemecula.com – Present a copy of this
book and receive a 10% discount on all wines purchased on the day of
your visit. If you purchase a case or more of wine during your visit, you
will receive an additional 5% (total 15%) discount.

West Coast Chauffeur & Transportation
�� Tel: 951-926-1902 ��Website: www.wctrans.com – Present a copy of
this book and receive a complimentary bottle of champagne for your
party when West Coast serves as your transportation provider in Temecula
Wine Country.

� By The Way – One ton of grapes can be used to produce about 700
bottles of wine.

☞ Authors’Tip: Some wines only get better with age. If you discover
a red wine that you like, consider purchasing at least three bottles. You
can “lay down” two of the bottles and enjoy them in a year or two, or
longer, depending upon the type of wine.
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Callaway Vineyard & Winery

Proprietors: The Lin Family
Address: 32720 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591
Telephone: (951) 676-4001
Website: www.callawaywinery.com
Hours: Daily 10-6 (Winter 10-5)
Tasting Fees: $7.50 to $12.50
Average Wine Prices: Whites: $    Reds: $$
Production: 25,000 cases per year

Varietals: (Authors’ Recommendations ★):
(Note: We were unable to taste all of Callaway’s wines.)

Whites: Chardonnay ★, Pinot Gris, Roussanne, Sauvignon Blanc,
Viognier, White Meritage, White Blend,

Reds: Cab Franc ★, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cab-Merlot ★,
Dolcetto, Merlot, Syrah, Sangiovese, Meritage, Nebbiolo,
Zinfandel

Sparkling: Bela Rosé
Dessert: Sweet Nancy, Port, Muscat Canelli

Callaway Vineyard and Winery is one of the oldest, largest and best known
of the Temecula Valley wineries. Callaway’s wines began to be known
worldwide in 1976 at a New York City American Bi-Centennial Celebra-
tion when Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain (known for not being terri-
bly fond of wine) asked for a second glass of Callaway’s 1974 Riesling.

Callaway Vineyard & Winery, now privately owned by the Lin Family of
San Diego, was originally founded in 1969 by Ely Callaway, the man who
revolutionized golf with his Big Bertha brand of clubs. Mr. Callaway
believed Temecula would be a perfect spot for growing grapes. The rest, as
they say, is history.

In 1974 Callaway became the first winery to open its doors in the Temec-
ula Valley. In 2005, it was acquired by the Matthew and Patricia Lin fam-
ily. Since acquiring the property, the Lin’s have initiated a series of
significant renovations. Their new outdoor tapas restaurant, Meritage, is
open Mon - Thurs 11 AM to 4 PM; Fri - Sat 11 AM to 9 PM and Sunday 9
AM to 6 PM. Its name, which combines “merit” and “heritage” sums up
the Lin’s appreciation of the proud history of the winery. Callaway has
always prided itself on being good stewards of the land and nature. This is
a tradition the Lins plan on continuing.
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The Callaway tasting bar has one of the best views in the valley. From here
you are able to sample wines from one of the largest tasting menus in Wine
Country. On the day we visited, there were 26 wines available for tasting.
If you like to choose from a wide variety and styles of wines, this is a per-
fect location and a great place to start your tour of Wine Country. 

☞ Authors’Tip: Watch for Callaway’s on-site promotions. The gift shop
often offers a “Buy four (4) bottles of wine for the price of three (3)” spe-
cial. In addition, the tasting room sometimes offers a free “wine-of-the-
month” tasting.

Callaway’s best selling reds are the Special Selection Cab-Merlot and the
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon. Their best selling whites are the Special
Selection Muscat Canelli and the Reserve Chardonnay.

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
20% discount on all wines and tasting room merchandise purchased on
the day of your visit. Also, present a copy of this book and receive Two-
for-One tasting!!!

(Inn at) Churon Winery

Proprietors: Ron and Judy Thomas
Address: 33233 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591

Telephone: (951) 694-9070
Website: www.innatchuronwinery.com
Hours: Daily 10-4:30
Tasting Fee: $10
Average Wine Prices: Whites: $    Reds: $$$
Production: 4,000 cases per year

Varietals: (Authors’ Recommendations ★):
Whites: Chardonnay, Riesling, Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier, White

Merlot
Reds: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Petite Sirah ★, Syrah, Vin

Rouge Blend ★, Zinfandel
Dessert: Sherry ★, Port ★
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As you drive by on Rancho California Road, the French-style chateau that
houses the Inn at Churon Winery will appear on a hilltop on your right. You
will be excused if your first thought is “Wow”! It gets even better when you
step inside. The entrance opens onto a three-story lobby where you regis-
ter for the inn. As you peer downward over the attractive iron-work bal-
cony, your eyes will be automatically drawn to the elegant spiral staircase
that descends to the gift shop and tasting room. Light from the lobby
atrium filters down and gives the tasting room and its rich, marble-topped
wooden bar a comfortable Old World feel.

The Inn at Churon Winery has 22 rooms and if you are fortunate to get one
overlooking the rolling hills and nearby vineyards, you will certainly want
to stay for a few days gazing upon a landscape that is quite simply a slice
of heaven. 

We toured the spacious rooms at the Inn at Churon Winery and they are
both elegant and well-appointed. In our opinion, the “standard” rooms in
this inn are more than just comfortable – with exquisite marble baths,
graceful French Provincial Furniture, plush bedding, fireplaces and lots of
room to stretch out. We especially liked the rooms with patios or balconies
over looking the vineyards. The Inn’s rooms come with a private wine tast-
ing and appetizer session in the evening and also include a freshly prepared
gourmet breakfast. Once you have settled in, you may never want to leave. 

On the day we visited, they were pouring five whites and eight reds. Our
favorites were the Bronze medal-winning 2003 Vin Rouge, a blend of Cab
Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. It is, according to Damon Prince,
the Tasting Room Manager, their most popular red wine. The 2005 Zin-
fandel was also very nice, as was the rich and satisfying 2005 Sherry. If
you are a fan of dry style wines, we suggest the 2003 Petite Syrah.
Churon’s White Merlot is the most popular of their white varietals.

Benny Rodriguez, Churon’s winemaker, is relatively new to this winery,
having only been there for approximately two years on the date we visited.
He is a fan of blending and will be introducing a number of smaller lot
wines. Benny is widely respected within the wine community and also pro-
duces wines under his own private label, Santa Maria Cellars. His
Mourvèdre-Cab and Merlot-Cab blends are outstanding; consequently, we
are extremely excited about his joining the Inn at Churon Winery.
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Cougar Vineyard & Winery

Proprietors: Rick and Jennifer Buffington
Address: 39870 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592
Telephone: (951) 491-0825
Website: www.cougarvineyards.com
Hours: Daily 11-6 (Winter 5 PM)
Tasting Fees: $6
Average Wine Prices: Whites: $    Reds: $$
Production: 3,000 cases per year with plans to go to 5,000

Varietals: (Authors’ Recommendations ★):
Note: Not all of Cougar’s varietals were available for tasting on the
days we visited.

Whites: Chardonnay ★, Cortese (New Release), Malvasia Bianca
(New Release), White Cab Sauvignon (Pink Cougar) ★,
Vermentino

Reds: Aglianico, Cabernet Sauvignon ★, Montepulciano, Malbec,
Primitivo, Sangiovese ★, Syrah

Sparkling: Sparkling Cougar (New Release) 
Dessert: Muscat Canelli ★

Bob declares often and robustly that in his next life he is going to be Ital-
ian. Therefore, he is especially excited about the addition of Cougar Vine-
yard and Winery to Temecula Wine Country. Rick and Jennifer Buffington,
owners and winemakers, opened the winery and tasting room in late 2006
and it is rapidly becoming a very popular destination for both tour groups
and individuals. 

At the time of our visit, they had six wines on the tasting menu, including
a wonderful wine called “Pink Cougar” (a 100% white Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon) and an Estate Sangiovese crafted in the more traditional, lighter to
medium-bodied style. If you are a Sangio fan, the Cougar Sangiovese is
not to be missed. 

� By The Way – The Pink Cougar is made from grapes that come
from the Boorman Vineyards and we have not found anything grown
or made by Todd and Rosie Boorman that we do not like.
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One of the things about Cougar Winery that excites Bob, in addition to
Sangiovese and Primitivo, is that the Buffingtons are also growing Mon-
tepulciano, Cortese, Aglianico, Pinot Grigio and Vermentino. Rick and
Jennifer are proud to be bringing some different wines to the region. They
are especially pleased that Italian varietals have a longer growing season
and appear to do well in the Temecula climate. For genuine Italians or, like
Bob, Italian-wannabes, the Cougar Winery is a must-stop-see-and-taste
destination in Temecula. It is “Semplicemente Fantastico!” (Quite simply,
fantastic!!)

If you are a fan of friendly winery dogs, you will especially like Sandi and
Diego, two AKC yellow Labrador Retrievers that greet and sometimes
entice customers into a game of fetch. If they are not immediately available
when you arrive, shake out a few oyster crackers from the jar atop the tast-
ing bar. We promise you will immediately make two new friends. Accord-
ing to Jennifer, Sandie is the huntress and lover while Diego is the
relentless retriever that loves to play ball. Rick and Jennifer are committed
to providing both great wines and a friendly and educational wine tasting
experience. Go see them.

☞ Authors’Tip: Another plus about visiting Cougar is that they have
a reciprocal relationship with two other area wineries: Oak Mountain /
Temecula Hills and Frangipani. Pay the tasting fee at any of these 
three tasting rooms and receive 50% off the tasting fee at the other two
wineries. 
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“Wine and cheese are ageless companions,
like aspirin and aches, or June and moon…”

~ M.F.K. Fisher

“A JUG OF WINE, A LOAF OF BREAD
AND THOU…”
(Favorite Winery Picnic Sites)

OK, it’s a little after lunch time. The wine has been tasting really good.
You’re feeling good. You’re convinced you’re looking good. In fact, you’re
certain you look better than ever and have been amazing everyone you
meet with your clever and funny conversational skills! If this sounds like
you or a member of your group, it is time to get something in your stom-
ach besides wine. 

Why not have a picnic? Temecula wineries are the perfect place! So... take a
break, stretch your legs, spread out your picnic, and enjoy the beautiful coun-
tryside while you munch away. 

Failed to bring picnic items with you? No problem. In our Feed Me chap-
ter, we have listed tasting rooms that offer deli items so you can create your
own picnic on the spot. 

☞ Authors’Tip: This may be the best advice we give you in the entire
book. Before you even think about going to Temecula Wine Country, you
have to stop off at Barons - The Marketplace. Why? Glad you asked. This is
a magnificent market. They have meats, some amazing cheeses, dozens of
types of olives, more peppers than we can name, fresh-baked bread, crack-
ers, fresh fruit, desserts… everything you need to have the most perfect pic-
nic of your life. This is truly a great store.
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While you are there, check out the wine section as well. They have an
excellent selection of local wines. Chances are the prices here will be at
least 10% lower than those in the tasting rooms. 

Don’t have a cooler? Not to worry, Barons will fix you up with an inex-
pensive “cold bag.” Barons is located at 31939 Rancho California Road.

Bella Vista Winery
41220 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-676-5250 ��
Hours: Daily 10-6, Winter 10-5 ��Website: www.bellavistawinery.com

If you want to get away from the tasting room crowds, this is the place!
Located up the hill from Bella Vista Winery, this quiet and serene area
overlooks the valley and vineyards below and seems like it is a world unto
itself. Emery (Imre) Cziraki, the winemaker / owner, has created a picnic
paradise – complete with numerous picnic tables under three huge, shady
palapas that are surrounded by lawns, shrubs and trees. After eating, you
can sit back and enjoy the sound of water from the fountain in the nearby
duck pond or take a stroll along the brick pathway and enjoy the “Bella
Vista” from the hilltop. 

Filsinger Vineyards & Winery, Inc. 
39050 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-302-6363 ��
Hours: Fri 11-4, Sat-Sun 10-5 ��Website: www.filsingerwinery.com

Filsinger Winery has the perfect picnic location if you are looking for some
cool shade or an escape from the rain. (Yes, it really does rain in Southern
California.) Its picnic area is located under a huge gazebo that is sur-
rounded by trees. There is even a fountain in the middle of the raised plat-
form that houses the gazebo. This winery has the least expensive tasting
fees, as well as budget-priced wines and a picnic area. What more could
you ask for?

Frangipani Estate Winery
39750 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-699-8845 ��
Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.frangipaniwinery.com

Although limited in number, the picnic tables on the patio outside the hill-
side tasting room at the Frangipani Estate Winery offer imposing views of
the Mount Palomar foothills and the vineyards, olive trees, and horse
ranches that run along De Portola Road. Since the picnic area is connected
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to the tasting bar via a sliding glass service window, you can have wine
upon request right at your fingertips. 

If you need a little exercise after a morning of tasting, take the stairs down
the hillside and you will find two beautiful bocce ball lawns in the middle
of the immaculately cultivated vineyard. Nearby there are a couple of
tables with umbrellas for those that want a little solitude with their picnic. 

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
30% discount on all wines purchased on the day of your visit. 

Keyways Vineyard & Winery
37338 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 1-877-539-9297 ��
Hours: Daily 10-6, Winter 10-5 ��Website: www. ywayswine.com

Reminiscent of “Old California,” the gazebo with its red clay roof tiles
shelters multiple wrought iron picnic tables. More tables are on the adja-
cent patio near the trees and rosebushes that line the area and the pathways
to the winery. Another picnic area lies across from the tasting room. Sur-
rounded by immaculate lawns and the Keyways vineyard, this mission-
style pavilion offers a few additional picnic tables on its raised patio.
Lunch here while you enjoy the soft sounds from the nearby fountain. 

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive
Two-for-One tasting from their “standard” tasting menu. Sorry, but offer
is valid on weekdays only.

Longshadow Ranch Vineyard & Winery
39847 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-587-6221 ��
Hours: Mon-Fri 12-5, Sat 10-4 (Sat Bonfire 5-9 PM April through
October), Sun 10-5 ��Website: www.longshadowranchwinery.com

Susan and John Brodersen have created the most unique and family-
friendly winery in the Temecula area. Situated in the valley, this pic-
turesque Western-themed winery looks out on white “horse country”
fences, vineyards, and rolling hills. 

� By The Way – Longshadow Ranch is truly a ranch – big Belgian
draft horses that were used to plant the vineyard can be found in
nearby corrals.
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Picnic tables are scattered on the wide, green lawns that surround the tast-
ing room. Near many of tables are shade trees that help off-set the summer
sun and fire rings for bonfires to keep you warm near sundown when the
air becomes chilly. Another picnic area has been created on the large cov-
ered patio next to the tasting room so you are just steps away from your
favorite wine!                

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
10% discount on all wines purchased on the day of your visit.

Maurice Car’rie Winery
34225 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-
1711 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.mauricecarriewinery.com

La Cereza Vineyard & Winery
34567 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-699-
6961 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 �� Website: www.lacerezawinery.com

These “sister” wineries have lots of picnic sites where you can enjoy their
signature food item on weekends – melted brie cheese encased in a hot loaf
of Sourdough bread. It is so delicious that we almost devoured a whole loaf
by ourselves during our last tasting trip! (See our Feed Me! chapter for
details.)  

Maurice Car’rie has wooden picnic tables scattered throughout its large
lawn and concrete tables / benches are available on a patio near the gazebo.
There are also seating areas under the Southern style veranda that encircles
the tasting room where you can enjoy a glass of wine along with your pic-
nic. 

La Cereza provides numerous iron tables and chairs on the grassy area
separating the La Cereza tasting room and the Spanish style plaza in front
of Hemingway’s Cigar Bar. On weekend afternoons, you can also get the
warm brie and bread at Hemingway’s open air bar. 

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book on and receive
a 10% discount on all wines and tasting room merchandise purchased on
the day of your visit. Sorry, but offer is not valid on weekends.
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“In my next life, I’m going to be Italian!” ~ Bob Rhodes

DOING IT ITALIAN STYLE
(We Love Italian Varietals!)

We’re not talking Gucci here. And don’t even let your mind wander where
we think it’s going – at least not until you’re back in the privacy of your own
room. Although, we’re told that barrel rooms are reportedly an incredible
aphrodisiac. The smell of wine, French Oak… No, now stop that! Okay, but
if you get caught, don’t tell ‘em we’re the ones who told you.

Where were we? Oh, yeah. You are looking for Italian varietals. Fortu-
nately, you’ve come to the right place. Temecula Wine Country has loads
of Italian varietals, such as Sangiovese, Pinot Grigio, Nebbiolo, Mon-
tepulciano, Dolcetto, Malvasia Bianca, Vermentino, Aglianico, and Bar-
bera. Let us guide you where you need to go…

Callaway Vineyard & Winery
32720 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-
4001 �� Summer Hours: Daily 10-6, Winter Hours: 10-5 �� Website:
www.callawaywinery.com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
20% discount on all wines and tasting room merchandise purchased on
the day of your visit. Also, present a copy of this book and receive Two-
for-One tasting!!!

Cougar Vineyard & Winery
39870 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-491-0825 ��
Hours: Daily 11-6, Winter 11-5 ��Website: www.cougarvineyards.com

Ponte Family Estate Winery
35053 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-694-
8855 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.pontewinery.com
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❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
Two-for-One tasting!!! Offer valid Monday Through Thursday, excluding
holidays.

Robert Renzoni Vineyards
37350 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA  92592 �� Tel: 951-302-8466 ��
Hours: Daily 11-6 ��Website: www. robertrenzonivineyards.com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
10% discount on all wines and tasting room merchandise purchased on
the day of your visit. Also, present a copy of this book and receive an addi-
tional 10% discount (total of 20%) on a case or more of wine.

Wiens Family Cellars
35055 Via Del Ponte, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-694-9892 ��
Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.wienscellars.com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive
Two-for-One wine tasting, plus a 10% discount on all wines purchased
on the day of your visit. Also, present a copy of this book and receive a free
“back stage” tour of the winery with the winemaker. Advance appoint-
ment is required. Phone (951) 694-9892 to schedule.
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“…all I want out of wines is to enjoy them.”
~ Ernest Hemingway

FAVORITE TASTING ROOMS FOR
VIOGNIER

VIOGNIER (Vee-own-YAY) is a classic white grape grown in France’s
Rhone Valley and in California that produces a complex, full-bodied,
heavily perfumed, spicy, and deep yellow wine. In addition, it is one of
the few white grapes that can be successfully blended with red grapes.
Lime, melons, apricots, pears, tropical fruits, honeysuckle, jasmine, gin-
ger, and white pepper are the flavors and aromas that are often found in
Viognier wine.

Viognier is another of our favorite white wines. Its rich fruit flavors make
it an excellent alternative to Chardonnay. We think the following tasting
rooms offer superb Viognier:

Alex’s Red Barn Winery
39820 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92951 �� Tel: 951-693-3201 ��
Hours: Sat-Sun and most holidays 11-6, Winter 10-5 �� Website:
www.redbarnwine.com

Briar Rose Winery
41720 Calle Cabrillo, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-308-1098 ��
Hours: By Appointment Only ��Website: www.briarrosewinery.com

Falkner Winery
Bronze Medal Winner - 2008 SF Chronicle Wine Competition!
40620 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-8231 ��
Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.falknerwinery.com
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Hart Winery
41300 Avenida Biona, Temecula, CA  92591 �� Tel: 951-676-6300 ��
Hours: Daily 9-4:30 ��Website: www.thehartfamilywinery.com

La Cereza Vineyard & Winery
Bronze Medal Winner - 2008 NWIWC!
34567 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-699-
6961 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.lacerezawinery.com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
10% discount on all wines and tasting room merchandise purchased on
the day of your visit. Sorry, but offer is not valid on weekends.

Oak Mountain Winery / Temecula Hills Winery
36522 Via Verde, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-699-9102 �� Hours:
Daily 11-5 ��Website: www.oakmountainwinery. com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive a
10% discount on all wines purchased on the day of your visit. Also, pre-
sent a copy of this book and receive two-for-one tasting for up to four
guests. Offer does not include the souvenir logo glass.
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“Zinfandel is a captivating grape – 
Zinfandel draws you in, if you let it. 

Or maybe it just gets its hooks into you,
and gets ahold of you.”

~ Frank Nerelli, Zin Alley

FAVORITE TASTING ROOMS FOR
ZINFANDEL

ZINFANDEL (Zin-fan-DELL) is a tough, hearty, versatile red grape that is
used to produce remarkably different wines. The popular blush wine called
White Zinfandel is light and fruity, but the Red Zinfandel is a robust,
mouth-filling, deeply fruity, high alcohol wine with a lasting finish. The
Red Zinfandel traditionally has jammy fruit (raspberry, blackberry, boy-
senberry, and black cherry), licorice, briar, cinnamon, black pepper, bub-
blegum, oak, and smoke flavors and aromas. 

We recommend you stop by one or all of the following wineries in your
quest for the perfect Zin. Our attitude is, go ahead and Zin. To do other-
wise would be … well, unforgivable.

Bella Vista Winery
41220 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-676-5250 ��
Hours: Daily 10-6, Winter 10-5 ��Website: www.bellavistawinery.com

Gershon Bachus Vintners
37750 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592 �� Tel: 951-458-8428 ��
Hours: By Appointment Only ��Website: www.gershonbachus.com

Hart Winery
Silver Medal Winner - 2008 NWIWC!
41300 Avenida Biona, Temecula, CA  92591 �� Tel: 951-676-6300 ��
Hours: Daily 9-4:30 ��Website: www.thehartfamilywinery.com
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Orfila Vineyards & Winery
Gold Medal Winner - 2008 SF Chronicle Wine Competition!
3455 San Pasqual Road, Escondido, CA 92025 �� Tel: 760-738-6500 ��
Hours: Daily 10-6
Website:www.orfila.com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive free
tasting for up to four people in your party. In addition, you will also
receive a 15% discount on all wines purchased (except the Ambassador
Reserve Merlot), plus a 10% discount on all tasting room merchandise
purchased on the day of your visit. Present a copy of this book and receive
an additional 5% discount (total of 20%) on a case or more of wine. Also,
present a copy of this book and receive a free “back-stage” tour of the
winery. Appointment required.

Stuart Cellars
Bronze Medal Winner - 2008 NWIWC!
33515 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-676-
6414 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.stuartcellars.com

Thornton Winery
32575 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-699-
0099 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.thorntonwinery.com

Wilson Creek Winery & Vineyards
Double Gold Medal Winner - 2008 NWIWC!
35960 Rancho California Road, Temecula, CA 92591 �� Tel: 951-699-
9463 �� Hours: Daily 10-5 ��Website: www.wilsoncreekwinery.com

❂ Grape Escapes Discount! - Present a copy of this book and receive
Two-for-One tasting for up to four guests (a $20 value). PLUS, present a
copy of this book and receive a 10% discount on all wines purchased on
the day of your visit. Offers good Monday – Friday only, except on holi-
days. And if this is not reason enough to visit one of our favorite wineries,
present a copy of The Grape Escapes 2 and receive a free glass of
Almond Champagne for up to four guests (one glass per entrée) with your
purchase of an entrée at the Creekside Grille located at Wilson Creek
Winery. This is a $28 value and is valid Monday – Friday only, except on
holidays.
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